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Introduction to Greener Grass Educator’'s Guide

by Caroline Pignat

Greener Grass is a historical fiction novel appropriate for students aged 12 and up to use literature
circles, guided reading, class novel study, or independent reading.

Part | divides the novel into twenty-two sections. Each section contains: plot summaries, guiding
guestions for activities and discussions to be used before and after reading. The questions extend
thinking and encourage prediction and inference. Also included are exploring the writing activities
that invite students to identify, understand, analyze, evaluate and create key parts of in the writing
process. The exploring the writing activities can be used at the end of each section or at the end
of the novel.

Part Il provides blackline masters for the underlined activities in Part | as well as end of novel

activities.
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Cross Curriculum Connections

Language Arts Drama
e reenact a scene from the book

e literary devices e interviews

o tone e tableau

o foreshadowing e corridor of voices

o metaphors and similes

o point of view

o descriptive writing

o vocabulary Music

_ - e traditional Irish music and dance

e creative writing e laments

o poetry

o short story

o historical fiction

o persuasive essay Visual Arts

o myth e St Brigid's Cross

e Celtic art — trinity knot

e story elements e harvest knot

o plot
o setting
o conflict
o character
= development
= motivation
= compare and contrast

Religious Studies
e the Rosary
e the St. Brigid and St. Patrick

Social Studies Character Development

e lrelandin 1847 Reflections and discussions on
¢ influence of famine on the world e hope
e lIrish descendents in America/Canada o gratitude
e contemporary famines in the world o empathy
e ethics
e justice
Science * morality
¢ information on the organism that e dreams
caused the blight * worry
e injustice
e choice
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Cast of Characters

Moira and Jim Byrne — Kit's parents
Kathleen (Kit) Byrne — age 14

Jack Byrne — Kit's younger brother, age 11
Annie Byrne — the youngest Byrne, age 4

Lizzie Plunkett — a wise woman/witch living up the hill

Nora O'Toole — Kit's poorer neighbour who is quite bitter from all her loss
Ken O’Toole — Mick’s father who has died

Mick O'Toole — Jack’s friend, who has a secret crush on Kit, age 14

Meg and Nan O'Toole — Mick’s younger sisters, ages 7 and 8

Young Kenny O’'Toole — Mick’s older brother, who leaves to work in England
Joseph O’'Toole — the eldest brother who has emigrated to New York

Millie Kelly — Kit’s friend and co-worker at the Big House
Don Kelly — Millie’s brother, he plays the pipes
Mr. Kelly and Mrs. Kelly — Millie’s parents

Brigid Kealey — cook at the Big House

Bill Devitt — gardener at the Big House

Joe Murtagh - stableman

Lord James Fraser — landlord who lives in England

Lady Victoria Fraser — wife of Lord Fraser, they live in England

Daniel Lynch — middleman who takes care of affairs at Big House
Henry Lynch — eldest son following in father’s footsteps

Patrick Lynch — middle son

Tom Lynch — youngest son, who is attracted to Kit

Preparing to Read

Cover: What predictions can you make from the cover?

Title: What do you think “Greener Grass” refers to?

Back cover copy:
Setting: Where and when does the story take place?
Character: Who is the main character and how old is she?
Plot: What do you think happens to her during the story?
Conflict: What do you think will be the main conflict?

Prologue

Who is speaking?

What is the tone?

What do we know about her from this prologue?

What does she say that makes you want to read more?



Chapter One and Two

(pages 1-12)

Summary

Fourteen year old Kathleen Mary Margaret Byrne (or Kit) is the eldest of three children. She lives
with her brother Jack (11), her sister Annie (4) and her parents in a small cottage in Killanamore,
Ireland. As usual, her father must travel to England for work in the summer months while they wait
for the potato harvest. Kit hates to see him go but times are tough and everyone must do what
they can to weather the summer hunger. Everyone has a job to do. Kit works as a maid in the Big
House run by the middleman Mr. Lynch. Jack works for old Lizzie Plunkett up the hill (though he
much rather be with his friend Mick), and Annie “takes care” of Mam and the baby on the way.
Hard work and faith are simply a way of life.

Preparing to Read

¢ Killanamore is a fictional town in County Wicklow. Find the county on a map of Ireland.
e Show a photo of a thatched cottage. Talk about what it might be like to live in a small two-
roomed cottage in 1847.

After the Reading

e How is Kit’s life different from your own? How is it similar?
e Describe the difference between life at the Big House and life in Kit's home.

Extending the Reading
e The Byrne family motto is “look after your own.” What do you think that means?
e “No matter what load was in your pack, worry truly was the heaviest burden.” What does
Kit mean by this? Describe what it feels like to be worried.
Exploring the Writing

Mam is quoting Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 from the Bible.

To every thing there is a season,
and a time to every purpose under the heaven:
A time to be born, and a time to die;

A time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted;

A time to kill, and a time to heal;

A time to break down, and a time to build up;
A time to weep, and a time to laugh;

A time to mourn, and a time to dance;

A time to cast away stones,

and a time to gather stones together;

A time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing;
A time to get, and a time to lose;

A time to keep, and a time to cast away;

A time to rend, and a time to sew;

A time to keep silence, and a time to speak;
A time to love, and a time to hate;

A time of war, and a time of peace.

Creative Writing: Write a modern
version of this poem using
opposites from your every day life.
Example: A time to learn and a
time to play.

Reflection: Does life have
seasons? What would you
associate with the springtime or fall
of life? What symbolic season
would you say you are in right
now? Why?

Start a Reading Journal. Choose
a starter from the Reading
Response Prompt list.




Chapter Three and Four

(pages 13-26)

Summary

Da and Kenny (the oldest O’'Toole son) have been gone a month but there has been no sign of his
pay. The bread is smaller these days, much to Kit's dismay. Mam has even been sharing what
little they had. Jack has been run ragged working for Lizzie, the witch-like crone most kids would
give anything to avoid. Kit's daily routine keeps her busy — prayers, fetching water, milking the
cow, making butter, and then off to work at the Big House. On her way, Kit “happens” to meet Tom
Lynch who is riding Lord Fraser’s horse. As they walk through the grove to the Big House, they
talk about Mick O'Toole’s family not paying their rent and how the Big House was made to seem
bigger than it is. They talk about wanting something more — for Kit, that something more is Tom’s
heart.

Preparing to Read
e What customs/rituals does our culture have? Can you explain the reason why we do these?

After the Reading

Describe a typical day in Kit’s life. What are her chores?

What chores do you have?

How does Kit feel about the sea?

Do Kit and Tom “just happen” to meet that morning?

What impression does Tom have of Mick? What does Kit think of Mick?

Extending the Reading
e Art Activity—St. Brigid's Cross

e Kit says: “If wanting more was a sin, I'd never make it to heaven.” What does she want at
this stage of the story? What does Tom want?

Exploring the Writing
e Plot Line—Summarize what has happened in the first few chapters.

¢ Reflection—Everyone wants something. Is it wrong to want more than you have? When
might it become a problem?

e Similes—The author uses a lot of similes in her writing. Keep a chart in class and add
similes as you discover them. The appendix includes Sample Similes from Chapters 1-8.
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Chapter Five and Six
(page 27-44)

Summary

Kit and her friend Millie are run ragged by Brigid, the Big House cook, as they prepare for the
arrival of Lord and Lady Fraser. Mr. Lynch, who aspires to power and status, scoffs at the
ignorance of Kit and Millie. After a long day at work, Kit returns home to work the garden. Tending
the potatoes takes priority. They, like most small farmers, depend on that crop for survival. As they
work, Jack tells stories of Lizzie’s antics and ravings. She has been foretelling the coming of “The
Gray Man.” Mick interrupts to take Jack fishing and inadvertently mentions his family has been
eating worms. That horrid cabbage soup didn’t sound all that bad to Kit in comparison. To ease
her anxiety Kit sprinkles holy water on the crop.

In Kit's nightmare the Gray Man is chasing her, Tom abandons her, and just when she gives up
she realizes her worst fear — she won't be killed, she will be left behind. Mam tries to reassure Kit
with the strength of her faith, but all Kit has are unanswered questions.

Preparing to Read
e As a class discuss why the Irish relied on potato crops alone.

After the Reading

e Annie asks something many readers wonder: why did the small Irish farmers rely so much
on the potato? What was Kit's answer to that?

¢ |If they have no food, why can’t Jack and Mick go fishing in the river?

e What news is Mick embarrassed of that he accidentally revealed?

Extending the Reading

e Why does Lizzie’s word about the Gray Man unnerve Kit?
e How does Kit react to the warning about the Gray Man?

Exploring the Writing
e Foreshadowing — dreams are often a way to foreshadow themes or events. What does
Kit's dream foreshadow?

e Character Description: Brigid’'s character is hen-like. How does the author show that to
us? Write a description of a fictional character using animal characteristics. Try not to
mention the name of the animal, just refer to their similar characteristics. (Example: His
ears stuck out on either side of his bald head and his skin hung in loose wrinkles and folds
as he lumbered about [elephant]). See if your readers can guess what animal you were
drawing upon.

11



Chapter Seven and Eight
(page 45-56)

Summary

Lord and Lady Fraser arrived with their obese dog Susan. Despite all their work, Lady Fraser finds
the staff and house below her expectations. The chasm between the well-fed rich and working
class grows wider as they are shown together. Tom is burdened with caring for Susan, much to
his disgust. On her way home, Kit stops by the stable to tell him about the dance that night. She
hopes he’ll ask her to go but he seems more interested in the horse than in Kit.

Kit scoffs at Jack’s announcement that he and Mick will be going to the dance or Annie’s question
about Mick wanting to marry Kit. Mick acts so young and looks to gawky Kit often forgets they are
the same age. Even cleaned and properly dressed, he’s no Tom Lynch. Mick waves at Kit at the
dance. She nods, but keeps an eye out for Tom. Finally Tom arrives and joins the dancing. He
and Kit end up partnered for a song and she is ecstatic. Even “perfect” Millie seems jealous.

Preparing to Read

¢ In this scene, Kit attends a dance at the crossroads. Music and dancing is a huge part of
Irish culture. Check the resource list for suggested music to play in class.
¢ Invite an Irish dancer to come teach a lesson or perform for the class.

After the Reading

e How does Lady Fraser seem to react to the Big House?
e How does Mr. Lynch act toward the Frasers?
e What words does Kit use to describe Mick?

Extending the Reading

e Mam says: “There is more to a man than the cut of his coat.” What does she mean? Is that
saying relevant today?

Exploring the Writing
e Plot Line — summarize what has happened in the last few chapters.
e Descriptive Writing: The first three paragraphs on page 54 describe the dance scene.
Describe what it is like to arrive at a dance in your school. Describe the environment, the

music, the feelings as you enter the gym, and the way the dancers move. (If you do not
attend/like dances, try describing another activity and its location, like karate class.)

12



Chapter Nine and Ten

(page 57-66)

Summary

Kit is terrified to find Lizzie crouched by her in the middle of the night. Lizzie drags Kit outside and
starts digging up the garden. Jack is sure she’s gone completely crazy, it's too early to dig, but
Mam orders the kids to uproot all their potatoes. The smell hits Kit as they unearth not potatoes
but lumps of black mush. The blight has hit! The family spends the rest of the night uprooting all
potato plants in the hopes of finding some still sound. As the sun rises, so does the wailing as
families awake to the destruction of their precious crops. Thanks to Lizzie, the Byrnes saved a
third of their crop. The O’'Tooles like most others lost everything. At work that day, Kit overhears
Fraser and Lynch discussing the blight and what that means for the farmers. They relied on the
crop for food, to sell, to feed livestock and to pay rent. Lynch shows Fraser a map of Killanamore
with large squares drawn over the small farmers’ homes. Kit wonders what will happen to them
now?

Preparing to Read

e The blight was caused by an organism called Phytophthora infestans that spread rapidly,
especially during hot humid weather. Water or rain carries the spores from one infected
plant to another. The potato plants’ leaves get dark, blotchy, or moldy and the potatoes turn
to black mush. Even healthy looking potatoes carried the spores and rotted in storage.

After the Reading

e Kit and Jack are wary of Old Lizzie, yet she comes to them to warn them of the blight. What
does that tell us about her?
e Does Lord Fraser fully understand the plight of his tenants?

Extending the Reading

e Mr. Lynch’s map of Killanamore has big squares drawn over the small farms. What do you
think he is planning?

e |f you were Lord Fraser or Lady Victoria, what could you do to help your tenants get
through the blight?

Exploring the Writing
Simile You be the editor. Revise the following sentences using a different simile. Be sure to pick
something that Kit would know about since it is in Kit's voice. For example, you couldn’t say: “she
jumped around like a cell phone on vibrate.” Challenge: try to extend the simile to two references.
Example: kindling/twigs or hurricane/blew/tempest.
o “She flapped around like a sick crow.” page 58
o “Meg and Nan sat huddled in the corner like a stack of kindling, their skinny legs
already like twigs from the summer hungry months.” page 64
o “Brigid clattered the pots and pans like a hurricane as she blew around in her
tempest.” page 64

Myth
e Myths explain how the world works. Considering Irish farmers would not know about
Phytophthora infestans (see preparing to read), how did they explain the blight? Use the
Myth Planner to help write your own myth about what caused the blight.
13



Chapter Eleven and Twelve

(page 67-80)

Summary

Kit is dismayed to hear she, the gardener, and Millie are fired from their jobs. Before leaving, she
sees leftover meat on the counter set aside for Susan. Kit debates the morality of stealing an
obese dog’s dinner and finally wraps it in her apron and leaves. Tom is surprised to hear of her
being let go and makes a date to meet her at the stones. Kit wonders how interested he’'d be if he
knew she stole the dog’s dinner for her own. Mam is skeptical about Kit's tale of being given the
meat, but when Annie sees it as an answer to her prayers, Mam gives in and makes stew so she
can share it with her neighbours.

Kit brings a pot of stew to the O’Tooles and is surprised to find their home empty of furniture. If
things weren’t bad enough for the O'Tooles, now Mick’s younger sister Nan has a raging fever.

Preparing to Read

¢ In chapter eleven, Kit struggles with her conscience. Talk about conscience and how it
directs our choices and actions. How do we know right from wrong? Is there ever any gray
areas?

After the Reading

e How did Mr. Lynch “reduce expenses” at the Big House?
o Why wasn’t taking the meat an easy decision for Kit?

Extending the Reading

Debate: Was Kit right to take the leftover meat?

How could across the hill be considered “another world away”?

Why does Kit think that Tom would never understand why she stole?
Making Decisions — explore choice and consequences

Exploring the Writing
e Setting: Read the setting description of the O’'Tooles’ cottage and make a list of all the
words that give you a feeling of poverty. Write a description of a setting for a homeless
person (soup kitchen, street corner, park bench, alley, abandoned building, etc.). Try to
include at least six descriptive words to really give your readers a sense of place. The
character should be missing in the description, but give the readers a sense of who they
are by what you describe in their setting.

e Plot Line — summarize what has happened in the last few chapters.

e Corridor of Voices—drama activity

14



Chapter Thirteen and Fourteen
(page 81-93)

Summary

Kit reluctantly delivers a pot of stew and some requested weeds to Lizzie’'s cottage. Bees buzz in
and out of the roof reminding Kit of stories about Lizzie having the power to change you into a bee
and trap you in the thatch forever. The visit is unsettling as Kit waits out the storm in the smoky
cottage listening to Lizzie’s foretelling of two more specters: Plague and Death. Mick arrives for
Nan’s medicine and Kit is eager to leave, even if it's with Mick. Before she goes, Kit agrees to
work for Lizzie. With no job at the Big House, Kit feels she has no choice.

The next day, as Kit and Jack scavenge for the plants Lizzie needs, Kit reminisces about her days
playing up in the hills and the time she scared herself in the tomb entrance. Her childhood was
rich with myth and fairy lore. At home, Annie tells Kit her mother got a letter from England. Kit
finds Mam and Mrs. O'Toole in tears and fears the worst. But it wasn’t about Da, it was from Da.
Young Kenny O'Toole was dead.

Preparing to Read

e What kind of make believe games did you play as a little kid? What kinds of games do you
think Kit would have played?

After the Reading

e Lizzie is an unusual character. Make a list of all the unusual things about her (her home,
actions, hobbies, ways, etc.)

e Why does Lizzie ask Kit to help her?
Why does Kit say yes, considering how she thinks Lizzie is creepy?

e What news does Kit fear is in the letter from England?

Extending the Reading

e Response Journal: You probably played imaginary games when you were little. What is
one of your favourites? Who did you play with? What did you like best about it? Tell us
about it.

e What do your make believe games say about you?

When playing make believe as kids, Kit was always Scathach, the legendary warrior
woman who trains heroes in the arts of combat. What does that tell us about Kit? What
does her comment about the smell of rain on a turf bog (page 91) tell us about her?

Exploring the Writing
e Inthe old days, parents of all cultures would tell children stories of what happens if they

didn’t behave. Write a warning tale to keep kids doing their homework. What happens to
them if they don’'t? Use exaggeration, imagination and fantasy characters.

e Character Development: Choose a character and track their traits as you read.

15



Chapter Fifteen and Sixteen
(page 95-104)

Summary

Kenny and Da had trouble finding work. They’'d ended up mucking stables. A horse kicked Kenny
in the head and killed him. Mrs. O'Toole never fully recovered from the loss, but Mick did what had
to be done. Mam confides in Kit, sharing her worries and concerns and encouraging Kit to always
keep hope alive. Kit's hope is that Tom shows up at the stones and he does. During their visit at
the stones, Tom and Kit forget about the famine and tough times for a while but when Tom brags
about his father’s great idea to capitalize on selling Indian Meal Kit realizes how different they are.
As one who has to eat the meal, Kit knows better. She worries that Tom doesn’t understand her
situation or care about her, but before she leaves Tom gives her her first kiss.

Preparing to Read

e Discuss why it is important to have hope in the midst of adversity.
e Discuss why it is important to have empathy in the midst of differences.

After the Reading

e What does Mam hope for?

e What does Kit hope for at this part of the novel?

e Why does Tom think his father was smart to advise Lord Fraser to export his crops? Why
does Kit disagree?

Extending the Reading

e Mam shows great gratitude for all things, whether it is a handful of weeds that Annie picked
for her or a single egg from Kit. Why is it important to see things with eyes of gratitude?
How can we learn to be more grateful? As a group, or in small groups, try and list 100
different things we can be grateful for.

e Reading Journal: Kit says: “You have to walk a mile in another man’s shoes... before you
judge.” What does this mean? Do you agree? Who in your life most understands what it is
like to walk in your shoes? How do we learn what it is like to walk in someone else’s shoes
[empathy].

Exploring the Writing
e Compare and Contrast — Mam and Mrs. O’'Toole are two very different characters. Using

examples from the story, describe each woman'’s reaction and approach to difficult times.
What does Mam do to help herself and others survive? What does Mrs. O'Toole do?

e Plot Line — summarize what has happened in the last few chapters.

16



Chapter Seventeen and Eighteen

(page 105-114)

Summary

Kit finds Mam laying on the ground in great pain. Lizzie arrives and tells Kit the baby is coming,
three months too soon. After the delivery, Kit holds her tiny brother in awe and helplessness as his
heart slowly stops. Lizzie gently draws Kit back from her grief to do all she can to help Mam — for
Mam has the fever. Days run into each other as Kit tends to her mother, but Kit fears she can't
bring her back. She worries about losing her forever. Just as she is about to lose hope, Da returns
home.

Preparing to Read

e Dreams often show us things that are important to our subconscious, particularly our fears
and desires. Choose a few examples and discuss what might be a related dream or
discuss specific dreams and what they may represent.

After the Reading

e What does Kit's dream show us about her fears?
e Why does Kit cry when her father arrives home?

Extending the Reading

Examining Worries: Make a chart comparing Kit's worries to your own. You don’t have to list
specific worries you have, just include the typical worries of someone your age today. You may
not worry about things like famine and fever, but are any of your concerns similar to Kit's?
Include columns listing what adults or little kids worry about. What we worry about may be
different, but we all bear the burden of worry.

Kit said that Lizzie was “drawing me back from thinking of all I couldn’t do, to doing the little |
could” (page 109). Why is that an important way to deal with worry? Beside some of your
worries, list what you can do to help deal with them.

Exploring the Writing
e Symbolism: In what ways is the tiny baby similar to the blanket? Symbols are powerful
tools in writing that can convey deep meaning, particularly in an emotional scene. Choose
an emotion: brainstorm descriptive words, now choose a symbol, something that
represents that emotion well. For example: Hope: slowly growing, needs nurturing, fragile,
comes from somewhere deep inside. Symbol: a seed. Write an extended metaphor poem
using these images.

17



Chapter Nineteen and Twenty

(page 115-128)

Summary

With Da home, Mam starts improving and she is soon well enough to argue. Adamant that they
will not convert to Protestantism for a bowl! of soup (as many people were) Mam decides it's time
to sell the animals and sends the children out to scavenge the garden for any sound potatoes they
might have missed. Kit is thrilled to find one for it meant the promise of more.

Kit is outraged to see Murphy the cart man wheeling away their possessions (along with those of
so many other families). In a temper, she races up the hill and sits on her stone, sulking about the
unfairness of it all. But slowly Mam’s words sink in — they were only things. Kit finds a Harvest
Knot (love token) on the stone. Mick appears and they talk about her knot. Kit brags about its
craftsmanship and Mick blushes, but his smile fades when she tells him it must be from Tom.
Their discussion is interrupted when Kit notices smoke from Mick’s cottage and realizes it's on fire.

Preparing to Read
e Prediction: How do you think things will change for Kit now that Da is home?

After the Reading

e Some things are offered “with strings attached.” What “strings” are attached to taking the
soup? Why won’t Mam take the soup? Making Decisions

e Why is Kit so excited to find one tiny potato?
What does Mam decide to do to help the family survive?

Extending the Reading

e What does the Harvest Knot mean? Who does Kit think it is from? Who do you think it is
from? Why?

e Art Activity — Harvest Knot
Things are important to us. What is your most treasured item?

e Plot Line — summarize what has happened in the last few chapters.

Exploring the Writing
e Sitting on the ancient stone, Kit wonders what it must have been like for people in her past.
How does looking into the past help her deal with her present? What lessons can we learn
by looking in our past? Myth is one way that the past helps those in the present understand
the world. Read some other myths or write your own.

e Voice: Choose a specific location and write in first person for two people generations apart.
For example: Contrast an 18" century voyageur canoeing down the river with a Girl Guide
at camp canoeing in the exact same spot. What is each thinking/seeing/feeling? Each
should have a specific voice. Write a paragraph or two in each one’s voice.

e Corridor of Voices — drama activity

18



Chapter Twenty-One and Twenty-Two

(page 129-140)

Summary

Kit races behind Mick to the flaming cottage. Lynch and the crowbar brigade stand around
watching it burn and Kit knows then how it started. Nan and Meg are with Mam and Kit races into
the burning home to help Mick drag out his mother who refused the leave. Just as they get Mrs.
O'Toole free, a beam falls pinning Mick underneath. Kit uses a pike as a lever to roll the fiery log
off his arm and they barely make it out before the roof crashes down. Lynch warns them that this
is what happens to those who can’t pay their rent and warns against housing the evicted. Kit's
hatred for the man burns deep.

Mrs. O’'Toole is bitter for having been saved. She wanted to die rather than be homeless or end up
at the workhouse. Mick is recovering under Lizzie’s care. Da tells him of the road works starting
the next day. It's a chance to make money. Mick’s arms are badly burned and one is broken, but
he agrees to go. He knows he is his family’s only hope.

Preparing to Read
e Last chapter we heard that Mick’s house is on fire. What do you think has happened?

After the Reading

e Why doesn’t Mick’s mother want to be saved? What does that have to do with the theme of
hope?

e List Mick’s actions during these two chapters. What do they tell us about his character?
How is that different than the way Kit described him back in the beginning of the novel?

Extending the Reading

e Righting Injustice: Kit is furious at the injustice happening in Killanamore. Looking at the
plot line review what injustices she has withessed or experienced. Discuss one or two in
depth (example: A famine is a food shortage, but during this period only the potato crops
were blighted. There was lots of food in Ireland during the “famine”, but landlords exported
to England even though Irish people were starving to death). What injustices exist in our
world today? Are there contemporary famines or epidemics? What is being done to right
these injustices? What more could be done? What can we do?

Exploring the Writing

e Righting Injustice Writing Activity: Write a persuasive essay that addresses one of the
modern day injustices and what the global community can and should be doing about it. Be
sure to include a hook, information (research based, statistics, etc) and a proposed plan of
action.

e Metaphorical Paragraph: Make a web with the word “fire” in the middle. Around it, list all
the things that describe/relate to fire. For example, light, heat, destruction. Include
descriptive nouns, verbs, adverbs and adjectives that describe fire (ashes, burns, hungry).
Now list things that fire can represent symbolically? Choose one and write a paragraph that
presents fire as a symbol. Don'’t forget to use the descriptive words.
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Chapter Twenty-Three and Twenty-Four
(page 141-158)

Summary

Kit is kept busy working for Lizzie as the fever spreads throughout the village. As the days go by,
the famine grows worse. Evictions, illness, and starvation take their toll. Millie’s family emigrates to
New York leaving nothing but an ember from their fire in Kit's. The soul of the family must never
go out. Da and Mick continue the grueling labour on the road works. Kit gets a firsthand view of it
when she and Jack go with Da to get the wages that never arrive. Men line the road eager to take
the place of any that die and a young boy with a wagon waits for the bodies.

Lynch bursts into their cottage that evening in the hopes of finding them housing the evicted. But
with nothing to their name, the O’'Tooles have left no evidence of living with the Byrnes. Mam and
Da realize it is too dangerous to keep the O'Tooles in their cottage. Not wanting to live in a
scalpeen, Mrs. O'Toole ends up taking her girls to live in the workhouse while Mick saves his
wages in the hopes they can emigrate to the United States. Mam worries the O’'Toole women
won't live long enough to see it happen.

Preparing to Read

e The British Government set up Public Works to help the Irish during the famine years.
Landlords would submit construction proposals (i.e. build a bridge, wall, road, etc. on their
property) and the government would pay eligible workers (one per family.) Discuss the
effectiveness of this solution. Revisit your discussion about Public Works after reading the
work scene.

After the Reading

e What does a burning ember represent? Why do they bring it to their neighbour before
emigrating?

e Why can’t Lynch prove the O'Tooles are living with the Byrnes?
What plan does Mam suggest to help the O’'Tooles survive? Making Decisions

Extending the Reading

e Body language is a big part of communication. Reenact the scene where Lynch enters the
cottage. What does body language tell us about Lynch, Mam, Da, and Mrs. O’'Toole?

Exploring the Writing
e Plot Line — summarize what has happened in the last few chapters.

e Body Language. Stage direction tells actors in a play where to stand and how to move. In
a novel or short story, authors must convey information ab